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World's glaciers continue to melt at historic
rates
Latest ﬁgures show the world's glaciers are continuing to melt so fast
that many will disappear by the middle of this century
Juliette Jowit
Mon 25 Jan 2010 17.26 GMT

Glaciers across the globe are continuing to melt so fast that many will
disappear by the middle of this century, the World Glacier Monitoring
Service (WGMS) said today.
The announcement of the latest annual results from monitoring in nine
mountain ranges on four continents comes as doubts have been cast on
how much climate scientists have exaggerated the problem of glacier
melt, which is seen as a leading indicator of how much the planet is

heating up.
Last week the head of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
(IPCC) apologised for "a paragraph" in its four-volume 2007 report which
warned there was a "very high" risk that the Himalayan glaciers, on which
at least half a billion of the world's poorest people depend for water,
would disappear by 2035.
However the director of the WGMS, Professor Wilfried Haeberli, said the
latest global results indicated most glaciers were continuing to melt at
historically high rates.
"The melting goes on," said Haeberli. "It's less extreme than in years
[immediately before] but what's really important is the trend of 10 years or
so, and that shows an unbroken acceleration in melting."
Haeberli also repeated his warning that many glaciers are set to disappear
in the next few decades, due to an expected continuation in the rise of
global average temperatures. The most vulnerable glaciers were those in
lower mountain ranges like the Alps and the Pyrenees in Europe, in Africa,
parts of the Andes in South and Central America, and the Rockies in North
America, said Haeberli.
"We are on the path of the highest scenario [of global warming] in reality,
but if you take a medium scenario in the Alps about 70% will be gone by
the middle of the century, and mountain ranges like the Pyrenees may be
completely ice-free."
Glaciers at much higher altitudes - particularly in the Himalayas and
Alaska, where it was colder and global warming could increase snowfall could grow in the short term and were likely to last "centuries", said
Haeberli. "But even for the large glaciers, for a realistic [mid-range
warming] scenario, it's centuries, not millennia, and not many centuries,"
he added.
The WGMS records data for nearly 100 of the world's approximately
160,000 glaciers, including 30 "reference" glaciers, with data going back to
at least 1980. Scientists also use methods from geology to photos and
travel journals and other data to estimate glacier sizes further back in
history.
The latest preliminary ﬁgures for 2007-08 show the average reduction in

thickness across all the 96 glaciers was nearly half a metre, and since 1980
they have collectively lost an average of 13m thickness. During that year
30 of the 96 glaciers gained in mass.
Two years ago the WGMS preliminary ﬁgures revealed the biggest meltrate in one year on record. The ﬁgure was later revised so it was slightly
less "catastrophic" than the other extreme year in 2002-03, said Haeberli.
The IPCC uses WGMS data throughout its report, but the oﬀending
statement regarding 2035 was blamed on a quote from a scientist given to
a journalist, and never presented in a peer-reviewed journal.

We've got an announcement…

… on our progress as an organisation. In service of the escalating climate
emergency, we have made an important decision – to renounce fossil fuel
advertising, becoming the ﬁrst major global news organisation to institute
an outright ban on taking money from companies that extract fossil fuels.
In October we outlined our pledge: that the Guardian will give global
heating, wildlife extinction and pollution the urgent attention and
prominence they demand. This resonated with so many readers around
the world. We promise to update you on the steps we take to hold
ourselves accountable at this deﬁning point in our lifetimes. With climate
misinformation rife, and never more dangerous than now, the Guardian's
accurate, authoritative reporting is vital – and we will not stay quiet.
You've read 8 articles in the last four months. We chose a diﬀerent
approach: to keep Guardian journalism open for all. We don't have a
paywall because we believe everyone deserves access to factual
information, regardless of where they live or what they can aﬀord to pay.
Our editorial independence means we are free to investigate and challenge
inaction by those in power. We will inform our readers about threats to the
environment based on scientiﬁc facts, not driven by commercial or
political interests. And we have made several important changes to our
style guide to ensure the language we use accurately reﬂects the
environmental emergency.
The Guardian believes that the problems we face on the climate crisis are
systemic and that fundamental societal change is needed. We will keep
reporting on the eﬀorts of individuals and communities around the world
who are fearlessly taking a stand for future generations and the

preservation of human life on earth. We want their stories to inspire hope.
We hope you will consider supporting us today. We need your support to
keep delivering quality journalism that’s open and independent. Every
reader contribution, however big or small, is so valuable. Support the
Guardian from as little as €1 – and it only takes a minute. Thank you.
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