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WGMS and the international organizations
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WGMS: implementation partner for glacier monitoring



WGMS and the international organizations

Historically, WGMS has been working under the auspices of ISC (WDS), 
IUGG (IACS), UNEP, UNESCO, and WMO in mutual agreement
(without formal contracts)

Current status

• ISC (WDS): member, Core Trust Seal (but: CTS today unrelated to WDS)

• IUGG (IACS): WGMS is an IACS service, GTN - G is a standing working 
group

• UNEP: historical collaboration, but no formal agreement

• UNESCO: historical collaboration, but no formal agreement

• WMO: historical collaboration, but no formal agreement

Ways forward

• ISC/UNESCO/UNEP/WMO
>WGMS to become a GCOS Data Center
> GTN- G to become a GCOS Affiliated Network

• UNESCO
>WGMS to become a UNESCO Chair
> Application by the University & the Swiss UNESCO Commission to 
UNESCO by April 2027



WGMS from IYGP 2025 to DACS 2025 - 34

• World Glacier Monitoring Service for more than a century

• Glaciological field observations => temporal variability

• Geodetic satellite observations => long-term trend

• Combination for regional to global assessments

Achievements of IYGP 2025

• Large visibility of glacier monitoring & related results

Actions for DACS 2025-34

• Extend glaciological field observations

• Combine with satellite data for regional assessments

• Share data through open data repositories

• Glacier monitoring - role model for other cryosphere components
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