
Austria 2026:

Rapid nonlinear changes as challenge for systematic

monitoring



12 mass balance time series

90-100 length change time serie

2023 glacier inventory

few flow velocity records

few runoff /hydrological records (SSK, Vernagt, Obersulzbach, Vent)

Austria

1

2

1 new mass balance time series in Kaunertal

new glacier reporting https://kryomon-austria.at/de/

LTER: glacier parameters defined

Transition to vegetation plots

Status

https://kryomon-austria.at/de/


New report positive, funding situation for programs difficult



Glacier inventory: 95 of 894 glaciers have disappeared



Challenges: direct methods miss the point

Dry & wet calving, subglacial melt, debris cover

Maximum accumulation 1. May 



Challenges: accumulation area and tongue already gone…



Challenges: ~ 5% annual area loss 2022 onwards

TC - Recent observations and glacier modeling point towards near-complete 

glacier loss in western Austria (Ötztal and Stubai mountain range) if 1.5°C is 

not met

Modelling and measurements point

out that most significant changes will 

take place during the next years

Open question how to observe them:

Freuquent inventories needed

because

https://tc.copernicus.org/articles/19/1431/2025/


Wishes

New standard for flexible balance dates (maximum accumulation

time – in February? Ablation between April and November? 

Stratigraphic method revisited?

b=B/A -> rapid changes in area dominate b

ELA lost

Glacier length: how to deal with debris and loss of accumulation

area – set a flag? 

Glacier dissappearance criteria

Automatic reports/exportings to LTER/WMO/National authorities?

European framework /EU body on water?   



Dear WGMS,

Thank you so much for being the head for so many

decades!

All the best for the future!


