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Welcome

• Welcome by Michael Zemp ,
Director WGMS
• About the WGMS
• Meeting goals
• Meeting agenda

• Welcome by Anil Mishra ,
Intergovernmental Hydrological Programme 
Secretariat, UNESCO

• Welcome by Narelle van der Wel ,
Cryosphere Monitoring, Predictions and 
Services Unit, WMO

• Short round of introduction

• Logistics & housekeeping

Photos from the WGMS community



About the World Glacier Monitoring Service

• 1894 – Commission Internationale des Glaciers
> start of the internationally coordinated glacier monitoring

• 1986 – World Glacier Monitoring Service
> merger of the two services responsible for glacier monitoring:
- Permanent Service on the Fluctuations of Glaciers
- Temporary Technical Secretariat for the World Glacier Inventory

• 2019 – WGMS General Assembly (CH, AR, KZ)

• 2026 – WGMS General Assembly (CH, CL, NP)

• 1986- 2026: 40th anniversary of the WGMS

• 1926- 1980: 100th anniversary of Fritz Müller

• 1876- 1963: 150th anniversary of Paul - Louis Mercanton

https://wgms.ch/about_history/ Forel (1895)



WGMS Mandates

International Data Repository

Fluctuations of Glaciers
The GlaMBIE Team (2025)

International Data Analyzing Service



WGMS General Assembly Meeting Goals

Meeting types

• Annual telecons with National 
Correspondents and Principal Investigators

• Multi- annual in - person meetings with 
National Correspondents , organized regionally for 
a better thematic focus and to save air miles

Meeting goals

• Assess achievements,

• Discuss challenges,

• Shape the coming decade.

https://wgms.ch/insight - wgms/



WGMS General Assembly Meeting Agenda

Photo from UZH



Welcome Note by UNESCO

Anil Mishra

Intergovernmental Hydrological 
Programme Secretariat, UNESCO

Citation (YYYY)



Welcome Note by WMO

Narelle van der Wel

Cryosphere Monitoring, Predictions 
and Services Unit, WMO

Citation (YYYY)



Short round of introduction

https://reefs.com



WGMS General Assembly video message

It would be great if we could send a short 
video message from the European meeting to 
the meeting of our colleagues in the Americas, 
which will take place in Santiago, Chile, 23 - 26 November 2026.

Examples from 2019 are available from:
https://uzh.maps.arcgis.com/apps/Embed/index.html?webmap
=d2fdd3bddcdc4c6f9e70d7fc96acc699

https://wgms.ch/insight - wgms/
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