GLACIER MONITORING: <CC>

General introduction and overview: General remarks on the status of the glacier monitor-
ing in the respective courtry. The aim of this assessment is to evaluate the national
implermentation of the international monitoring strategy (Global Hierarchical Observing
Strateqy; GHOST) in the respective countries,
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List of Abbreviations:

WG S: World Slader Monhoning Ssrdce M Matlonal Comes pordamt

Pé’; Frank ¥ar ation GICOENETOE: Global ClimateTerret dal Cbservng Systam
ME: Mzz= Ealanca GHOET: Global Hiararchical Chesaneing Sirabagy

T Thicknsss Chanda WGl World Sladarinvarmtony

RGl: Randolph Glader Irserbany GLIME: Global Lared los M ursmars from Spacs
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Present state and Future potential/needs

Glacier observation by GCOS/GTOS follows a tiered Glokal Hierarchical Observing Strategy
(GHOST), which is designed to retain adequate spatial and temporal resolution. Here, tiers are
imiplemented as follows (after Haeberli et al., 2000):

Multicomponent system observations across environmental gradients:
The observations should have a broad spatial diversity and the foous is on uninterrupted,
lang-termm measurements,

Extensive glacier mass balance and Row studies within major dimatic zones for improved
process understanding and calibration of numerical models. Sdected study sites should
represent the characteristic environmental conditions of the respective climatic zone.

Tier 1

Tier 2

| Determination of regional glacier volume change within majormountain systems using
cost-saving methodologies. At this tier, the intention is to sample the range of environ-
- mental conditions within dimatic zones, without spatial representativeness.
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